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LIS 661 Information Ethics and Policy 3 cr. 
Course description.

Overview of ethical theories and how they inform information agency policies and practices; examines policy issues relating to information and communications; includes topics such as intellectual property, privacy, censorship, equity of access.   
Learning Objectives

Students will:

Understand how modern ethical and legal theories inform information agency policies and practices;

Read and discuss works on topics that include intellectual freedom, access to information and information equity, information property and honesty, and data privacy; 

Learn to articulate ethical concepts based on their own thinking, reading and discussion;

Develop their own philosophy of information service.

Required Readings 

Books (available at Room of One’s Own Bookstore, 307 West Johnson):
Kwame Anthony Appiah Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in a World of Strangers (New York: Norton, 2006)

Roy Porter The Enlightenment 2nd ed. (New York: Palgrave, 2001)
James Rachels The Elements of Moral Philosophy. 4th edition. (Boston: McGraw-Hill, 2003)
Siva Vaidhyanathan The Anarchist in the Library (New York: Basic Books, 2004)

See Schedule below for list of required journal articles (available at your MyUW account, https://login.wisc.edu/).

	Grading Summary


	Grade distribution



	1. Term Project (60%)

3. Discussion leader (20%)

4. Class participation (20%)


	A 
94 - 100 

AB 
88 - 93 

B 
82 - 87 

BC 
77 - 81 

C 
72 - 76


Assignments

Each person will be assigned to a study group of three or four, to discuss written work, and carry out in-class exercises. 

1. Term Project (total of 60%)

This is an opportunity to explore in depth your choice of an issue or topic related to information ethics and policy.  The project has two parts: a written report (50% made up of two drafts worth 10% and 30% for the final version) and an oral presentation (10%). 

Formulate a question centered on topic related to information ethics and policy (for example privacy, intellectual property, access, equity or censorship). Explore the philosophical, legal and ethical complexities of your chosen topic.  How are these complexities reflected in past and current national policies?  What future developments do you feel are likely?  

Written paper (60%)

In order to aid the writing process and help you stay on time, work on the paper is divided into three segments, each with a specific due date (see Schedule for dates). 

Draft 1. The first draft stage is the messy, thinking stage, where you sort out your ideas into a coherent, logical argument.  The emphasis here is on the structure of your argument and quality of your sources rather than the accuracy of your vocabulary or grammar.  Abbreviations and notes are permitted at this stage.  You will share this draft with your study group members during class time, for their comments. 

Draft 2. In the second draft, you polish up your writing so that it is grammatically and syntactically correct, and well argued and well expressed.  This draft should be as close to your final draft as you can manage.  This draft will also be shared with your study group members during class time, for their editorial comments.

Final report. This is your final, polished paper.  It should be free of typos, and include all footnotes and references, as well as page numbers.  Imagine that you are submitting this for publication.  Please provide a copy for your study group members, as well as the instructor.  No binders, please. 
Guidelines for Oral Presentation (10%)

The exact time to  be allotted will be determined at the beginning of the semester (it depends on the size of the class), but it will probably total approximately 10-15 minutes:  about 7-10 minutes for the actual presentation, and 3-5 minutes for class questions.  You should prepare either a printed handout (email to the class ahead of time), or an audio-visual aid.  Please provide the instructor with a copy of your handout or AV aid.

2. Discussion leader.  Each student will be expected to play a leadership role during class discussions during the semester.  

At the beginning of each class session one or two small groups will present the assigned readings.  Presentations (no more than 10 minutes each, and please avoid reading from your notes) should consist of:

Information about the background of the author, 

Information about the periodical (or other publication venue)

A concise summary of the reading 

Please also hand in a three-paragraph statement for your group, one paragraph for each of the three points above.  These should total approximately one page (or a little over). 

3. Class participation

• attendance (including looking alert, paying attention; please email the instructor if you must be absent)

• contributing to class discussion and other activities; this includes asking questions, contributing comments, and reflecting on your experiences

• reading assigned materials

• Prior to certain weeks, each student will search for examples of library and government policies that address the issues assigned for those weeks, and will bring these examples to class, ready to engage in in-class discussion. 
Schedule
	Date
	Topic
	Readings
	Due

	Week 1, 

Jan. 21
	Introductions; outline of syllabus 
	
	

	Week 2,  

Jan. 28


	Ethics and Information 
	D. Fallis. “Information Ethics for Twenty-First Century Library Professionals” [Bibliographical essay]. Library Hi Tech v. 25 no. 1 (2007) p. 23-36

American Library Association. "Code of Ethics."
http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/oif/statementspols/codeofethics/codeethics.cfm

American Society for Information Science and Technology. "ASIST Professional Guidelines."
www.asis.org/AboutASIS/professional-guidelines.html 

American Library Association. "Library Bill of Rights."
http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/offices/oif/statementspols/statementsif/librarybillrights.cfm

Society of American Archivists. "A Code of Ethics for Archivists."
http://www.archivists.org/governance/handbook/app_ethics.asp
	 

	Week 3,  

Feb 4


	Styles of reasoning in ethics, and standard moral theories
	James Rachels  The Elements of Moral Philosophy. 4th edition. (Boston: McGraw-Hill, 2003) Chs. 6,7 (89-129)
Roy Porter The Enlightenment 2nd ed. (New York: Palgrave, 2001) 1-60
	

	Week 4,  

Feb 11
	Standard moral theories, cont. 
	James Rachels  The Elements of Moral Philosophy. 4th edition. (Boston: McGraw-Hill, 2003) Chs 8-13 (117-203) 
	

	Week 5,  

Feb 18


	Privacy 1: Confidentiality  

 
	Sissela Bok. “The Limits of Confidentiality.” In Secrets:  On the Ethics of Concealment and Revelation (New York: Vintage, 1989) 116-135 and 299-300.
James B. Rule. Privacy in Peril (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007) Part. 1 “The Making of an Issue.” ( 1-38 and 205-206).
	 

	Week 6,

Feb 25


	Privacy 2: Security against surveillance 


	Stacey l. Bowers. “Privacy and Library Records” Journal of Academic Librarianship 32 (4) 377-383

Martha M. Smith. “Walking with the FBI: Patriotism as Personal Dissent One Year After 9/11” Journal of Information Ethics, v. 12 no. 2 (Fall, 2003) 10-15.
	

	Week 7,

March 4
	Intellectual Property 1:  copyright, fair use
Visiting speaker

Carrie Kruse, Director, College Library
	Timothy Lee Wherry. Intellectual Property: Everything the Digital Age Librarian Needs to Know (Chicago: ALA, 2008) ch. 4 (51-77)
	

	Week 8,

March 11
	Intellectual Property 2: global implications, the public domain
	Eva Hemmungs Wirtén Terms of Use: Negotiating the Jungle of the Intellectual Commons (Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2008) ch 3 (77-107, and 175-180)
	

	Week 9,

March 18
	Spring Break
	 NO CLASS
	    

	Week 10,

March 25
	Workshop 1

Book Discussion 
	Siva Vaidhyanathan The Anarchist in the Library
	Draft 1

	Week 11,

April 1
	Intellectual freedom 1: First Amendment, Library Bill of Rights 
Visiting Speaker:

Louise Robbins, Director, SLIS
	Toni Samek. Intellectual Freedom and Social Responsibility in American Librarianship, 1967-1973 (Jefferson, N.C.: McFarland, 2001). ch 2 (29-45)
	 

	Week 12,

April 8
	Intellectual freedom 2: academic freedom, social responsibility
Visiting speaker: 

Megan Schliesman, Children’s Cooperative Book Center
	David Berninghausen.  “Social Responsibility vs. the Library Bill of Rights” Library Journal November 15, 1972, 3675-3681

Toni Samek. Intellectual Freedom and Social Responsibility in American Librarianship, 1967-1973 (Jefferson, N.C.: McFarland, 2001). Epilogue (127-146)
	

	Week 13,

April 15
	Workshop 2

Book discussion
	Kwame Anthony Appiah Cosmopolitanism: Ethics in a World of Strangers 
	Draft 2

	Week 14,

April 22
	Human Rights,
global access to information    

	William Wresch. “Information Exiles.” In Disconnected: Haves and Have-Nots in the Information Age (New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press, 1996) 113-136

Martha Smith. “Global Information Justice: Rights, Responsibilities, and Caring Connections.”  Library Trends 49 (3) 2001, 519-537.

Johannes J. Britz. “Making the Global Information Society Good:  A Social Justice Perspective on the Ethical Dimensions of the Global Information Society.” JASIST 59 (7) 1171-1183
	

	Week 15,

April 29

 
	Presentations 

Class evaluations
	
	

	Week 16, 

 May 6
	Presentations
	
	Final paper

	Week 17,

May13

Exam week
	Presentations, only if necessary
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