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LIS 569:  History of American Librarianship (3 credits)

Course Description

Development of American librarianship from Colonial times to the present, with special reference to the relationship of library institutions to their contemporary social, economic, cultural and political environments.  Jr st; or Grad st in SLIS

Students will: 

Identify appropriate primary sources for the history of librarianship and learn how to use them as evidence

Engage in critical analysis of relevant secondary literature

Develop discussion leadership skills

Class themes include:

Informed citizenship; the rise of professional librarianship; libraries and immigration; concepts of “community” and “public”; the “right” reading; value for information; education for librarianship; librarianship and civil rights.

	Grading summary
	Grade distribution

	1. Class participation (20%)

2. Reading Journal (30%)

3. Discussion leader (10%)

4. Term Project (40%)
	A 
94 - 100 

AB 
88 - 93 

B 
82 - 87 

BC 
77 - 81 

C 
72 - 76


For graduate level classes, each semester hour of discussion or lecture normally entails at least three hours of outside preparation for the average student.
Students with Disabilities

Information for Students with disabilities is available at the McBurney Disability Resource Center, 1305 Linden Drive, Madison WI 53706; phone 263 2741;  263 6392 (tty);  265 2998 (fax);  http://www.mcburney.wisc.edu/

Academic Integrity

Please see http://students.wisc.edu/saja/misconduct/misconduct.html for the University’s policy.

See Schedule below for list of required journal articles (available at your MyUW account, https://login.wisc.edu/).

Assignments.  All written assignments should be handed in on paper at the beginning of the class on which they are due (see Schedule below for due dates).  Include your mailbox number on every assignment.  Please do not email me your assignments, except by prior arrangement.  Late work will incur a penalty of one percentage point a day, unless you contact me on or before the due date, to negotiate an alternative.  

1. Class participation (20%)    

This part of the grade is made up of:

• attendance in class (including looking alert, paying attention; please email the instructor if you must be absent due to illness or serious family emergency);

• evidence, through your participation in class discussion, that you have done the assigned readings.  For each reading, you should pick a "most important sentence" (MIS) that is, a sentence that strikes you, perhaps because you agree or disagree, or because it expresses an idea that you have never encountered before, or on the contrary seems too obvious to be worth stating;

2. Reading journal (30%)

Reading journals should be typed in 12 pt font, and may be single-spaced.  No binders, please.  Reading journals are due in three segments, worth 10% each. 

1. Respond in writing to the assigned texts (web sites, books, and articles), and to record your MIS for each text. Entries (typewritten only, please) should include the date, a full citation, your MIS (including page number) and at least one paragraph that sets out why you chose this MIS, as well as other reactions to the reading, including connections to the class themes and discussions. 

2. Describe and discuss a primary source.  On a total of three weeks identified in class Schedule (see below), bring to class one example of library-related information that you have found in literature (for example in a newspaper article or journal periodical), or an official source (like a public policy document, or library web page) of the period under discussion, preferably that illustrates the theme for that week.  You can search for digitized or paper documents.  Be ready to discuss your choice in class, and in roughly one page describe and discuss it in your reading journal.  

3. Discussion leader  (10%)
Each student will be expected to play a leadership role during class discussions during the semester.  

During each class session one or more individuals will present the assigned readings.  Presentations (no more than 5 minutes each, and please avoid reading from your notes) should consist of:

a. Information about the background of the author (keep this to less than one minute), 

b. Information about the periodical or other publication venue (less than one minute)

c. A concise summary of the reading, highlighting the most important themes (about two-three minutes).  

Please also hand in a three-paragraph statement (due the week after you present in class) one paragraph for each of the three points above.  These should total approximately one page.

4. Term project (40%)

The project has two parts: a written paper or project (30%) and an oral presentation (10%).  There are two options.
EITHER: 

1. Paper.  Write a paper that that draws on at least one of the primary sources that you have brought to class and either illustrates one of the class themes or topics or explores a topic of your choice (could be the life of a leading librarian).

OR 

2. Design public history program or website

1. Paper

For option 1, follow the ABC's of good report writing, so that it is: 

1. Accurate.  Make sure that your facts and presentation (spelling, punctuation and grammar) contain no mistakes.

2. Brief.  Keep your writing short and simple.  Do not repeat yourself.  Eliminate unnecessary words and phrases.

3. Clear.  Use intelligible sentences and logically organized paragraphs.  Avoid jargon and run-on sentences.  Use the active voice.

Organize, polish, proof read your final paper.  Use formal language.  You are writing for "public" consumption, but assume that your reader has a general prior knowledge of your topic. Write the report in 12-point font with one-inch margins, double-spaced.  The header or footer should include page numbers and an identifying short title.

Document your sources.  Use footnotes or endnotes, or in-text author and date references, with a full citation reference list at the end of the paper.  Whatever system you use, be sure to be consistent.  Using a style manual (such as Turabian, MLA or APA) may help you.  The SLIS library has copies of style manuals at the reference table.

Work schedule. 

a. Identification of topic (see Schedule for due date). Write one or two sentences setting out the area you wish to explore.  This will be the basis of a thesis sentence or research question that will form the title of your final paper.  List at least five secondary source articles, books or websites that you will use to document your paper.  Please also describe your primary source or sources, and explain how these will provide evidence for your paper.  
b. Final paper, due to me in paper form (please, no binders).  This is your final, polished paper.  It should be free of typos, and include all footnotes and references, as well as page numbers.  Preferred style: Chicago.  Approximate length: 15 pages, bibliography not included.

2. Public History Program or Website

Create a program or website related to the history of librarianship and that includes use of at least one primary source and a selection of relevant secondary sources.  Turn in a 2-3 page proposal project explaining your purpose, and the expected output (see Schedule for due date).  

2a Program

Plan a library-based program, including seeking funding sources.  As an introduction to your work you should include a 1-2 page narrative explaining its purpose, the expected benefits and the anticipated audience.  You should also include your plans for evaluation, promotion, maintenance (if appropriate), budget, and planning timeline.  You should use formal language: assume that you are submitting your proposal for approval by a funding source, such as the Friends of your library or by the library board. 

2b Website

Create a website illustrating a specific aspect (such as librarianship and intellectual freedom) or topic (the founding and early years of your public library) in the history of librarianship.  Your website should include, as a minimum, images, text, and links to other sources.  As an introduction to your work you should include a 1-2 page narrative explaining its purpose, the expected benefits and the anticipated audience.  You should also include your plans for evaluation, maintenance and a budget.

Guidelines for Oral Presentation (10%)

The exact time to be allotted will be determined at the beginning of the semester (it depends on the size of the class), but it will probably total approximately 10-15 minutes:  about 7-10 minutes for the actual presentation, and 3-5 minutes for class questions. You should prepare a printed handout (email to the class ahead of time), and an audio-visual aid (such as web site or PowerPoint presentation).  Please provide the instructor with a paper copy of your handout and AV aid (printout of ppt slides (6 to a page), for instance).  For the website, provide the URL on the handout (no need to print out the web pages), and also email the URL to me.
Schedule

	Date
	Topic
	Readings
	Due

	Sept 8
Week 1
	Introductions

Library history resources


	None assigned
	

	Sept 15
Week 2
	Libraries in the Colonial period and early Republic
	David D. Hall and Elizabeth Carroll Reilly. “Practices of Reading: Introduction.” In The Colonial Book in the Atlantic World, edited by Hugh Amory and David D. Hall (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2007) 377-380 and 594 (notes).

Ross W. Beales and James N. Green.  “Libraries and Their Users.” In The Colonial Book in the Atlantic World, edited by Hugh Amory and David D. Hall (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2007) 399-404 and 598-99 (notes). 

Richard D. Brown, “William Bentley and the Ideal of Universal Information in the Enlightened Republic.” In Knowledge is Power: The Diffusion of Information in Early America, 1700-1865. New York, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989. 197-217 and 343-346 (notes)
	

	Sept 22
Week 3
	The Antebellum period 

The invention of public libraries 

Public libraries and immigration
	Kenneth E. Carpenter.  “Libraries.” In The Industrial Book, 1840-1880, edited by Scott E. Casper et al. (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2007) 301-318 and 467-470.

Sidney Ditzion, Arsenals of a Democratic Culture:  A Social History of the Public Library Movement in New England and the Middle States from 1850 to1900. Ch. 1 and 2: (Chicago: American Library Association, 1947), 1-29 and 216-18 (notes).

Michael H. Harris, "The Purpose of the American Public Library: A Revisionist Interpretation of History" Library Journal 98, no. 16 (1973): 2509.

Dee Garrison, “Profile of the Library Elite.”  Ch. 2  in Apostles of Culture: The Public Librarian and American Culture, 1876-1920 (Madison, Wis.: University of Wisconsin Press, 2003), 16-35 and 252-55 (notes).
	Primary source #1

	Sept 29
Week 4
	The later nineteenth century
Developing professionalism, and systems of control


	Wayne A. Wiegand. “The American Public Library: Construction of a Community Reading Institution.” In Print In Motion: The Expansion of Publishing and Reading in the United States, 1880-1940, edited by Carl F. Kaestle and Janice A. Radway (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2009), 431-451 and 606-610 (notes).

Thomas Augst “Faith in Reading: Public Libraries, Liberalism, and the Civil Religion.” In Institutions of Reading: The Social Life of Libraries in the United States, Edited by Thomas Augst and Kenneth Carpenter (Amherst, Mass.: University of Massachusetts Press, 2007) 148-183.

Wayne A. Wiegand. “Catalog of ‘ALA’ Library (1893): Origins of a Genre” in For the Good of the Order: Essays in Honor of Edward G. Holley, edited by Delmus E. Williams et al. (Greenwich, Conn.: JAI Press, 1994) 237-254.
	

	0ct 6
Week 5
	The early twentieth century
Librarianship and “outreach.”
	Christine Pawley, "Advocate for Access: Lutie Stearns and the Traveling Libraries of the Wisconsin Free Library Commission, 1895-1914," Libraries and Culture 35 (2000): 434-58.

Daniel Goldstein, “The Spirit of an Age: Iowa Public libraries and Professional Librarians as Solutions to Society’s Problems, 1890-1940.”  Libraries and Culture 38 no. 3 (Summer 2003): 215-235.

Betty L. Jenkins, “A White Librarian in Black Harlem.” Library Quarterly 60, no. 3 (1990): 216-31.
	Reading Journals 

	Oct 13
Week 6
	Carnegie; value for “information”

Special libraries

Charles McCarthy
	Abigail A. Van Slyck.  Carnegie Libraries and American Culture, 1890-1920. Ch. 5: “Working: The Feminization of Librarianship” (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995) 160-200 and 245-49 (notes).

Elin B. Christianson. Daniel Nash Handy and the Special Library Movement (New York, N.Y. : Insurance Division, Special Libraries Association, 1980).

 Marion Casey. “McCarthy’s Legislative Reference Library.”  Ch. 2 in Charles McCarthy: Librarianship and Reform (Chicago: ALA, 1981), 25-45 and 172-79 (notes)
	Primary source #2 


	Oct 20
Week 7
	Instructor out of town

Visiting Speaker: 

Melissa Adler, SLIS PhD Student, on the history of cataloging

Round Robin on projects
	Come prepared to talk about your planned project and give helpful suggestions to others.
	

	Oct 27

Week 8
	Education for Librarianship
	Joanne E. Passet “You Don’t Have to Pay Librarians.” In Reclaiming the American Library Past: Writing the Women In, edited by Suzanne Hildenbrand (Norwood, NJ: Ablex, 1996)207-219.

Barbara B. Brand “Pratt Institute Library School: The Perils of Professionalization.” In Reclaiming the American Library Past: Writing the Women In, edited by Suzanne Hildenbrand (Norwood, NJ: Ablex, 1996) 251-278.

Charles C. Williamson “Types of Library Work and Training.” Ch 1 in Training for Library Service:  A Report Prepared for the Carnegie Corporation of New York. New York, 1923.  Reprinted in The Williamson Reports of 1921 and 1923, edited by Sarah K. Vann. Metuchen, (NJ:  Scarecrow Press, 1971) 3-11.
	Reading Journals 

	Nov 3
Week 9
	Between the wars: The New Deal, Civil Rights, and anti-Censorship
	Donald C. Boyd “The Book Women of Kentucky: The WPA Pack Horse Library Project, 1935-1943” Libraries and the Cultural Record v. 42 no. 2 (2007) 111-28

Jean L. Preer, "This Year--Richmond!": The 1936 Meeting of the American Library Association,” Libraries & Culture v. 39 no. 2 (Spring 2004) 137-160
	Paper or project proposals 

	Nov 10
Week 10
	The post-war years; the rise of information industries; the Public Library Inquiry

Transformation of Academic Libraries
	Kenneth Cmiel. “Libraries, Books and the Information Age.” In The Enduring Book: Print Culture in Postwar America, edited by David Paul Nord, Joan Shelley Rubin, and Michael Schudson (Chapel Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press, 2009), 325-346 and 570-575.

Douglas Raber and Mary Niles Maack. “Scope, background, and intellectual context of the Public Library Inquiry” Libraries & Culture 29 (Winter 1994): 26-48

Wayne A. Wiegand  “Lawrence Clark Powell.”  In Leaders in American Academic Librarianship: 1925-1975 (Pittsburgh, Pa. : Beta Phi Mu ; Chicago, Ill. : Distributed by American Library Association under special arrangement with Beta Phi Mu, 1983) 262-287
	

	Nov 17
Week 11
	1950s and 1960s

The McCarthy and Civil Rights Eras


	Christine Pawley, “The Wisconsin Idea in Action: Reading, Resistance, and the Door-Kewaunee Regional Library, 1950-52.” The Wisconsin Magazine of History, 91, no. 4 (Summer 2008): 29-39.  Available online at http://content.wisconsinhistory.org/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/wmh&CISOPTR=49679&CISOSHOW=49648&REC=1

Louise S. Robbins, The Dismissal of Miss Ruth Brown: Civil Rights, Censorship, and the American Library (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2000). Chs. 1-3 and pp 182-97 (notes).

Toni Samek. Intellectual Freedom and Social Responsibility in American Librarianship, 1967-1973 (Jefferson, N.C.: McFarland, 2001). chs 2, 3, Epilogue, and Appendix
	Primary source #3

	Nov 24
Week 12
	
	NO CLASS: THANKSGIVING
	

	Dec 1
Week 13
	1970s – 1990s

The information paradigm

Library schools under pressure: the emergence of the iSchool
	Margaret Stieg Dalton, “A Historical Overview.” Chapter 2 in Change and Challenge in Library and Information Science Education (Chicago: ALA, 1992), 24-36.

Blaise Cronin, Michael Stiffler, and Dorothy Day,  “Emergent Market for Information Professionals: Educational Opportunities and Implications.”  Library Trends 42, no. 2, 1993, 257-76. 
Roma Harris.  “Gender, Power, and the Dangerous Pursuit of Professionalism; Has Librarianship Shunned its Service Ideals in its Struggle to be Seen as More Than Woman's Work?” American Libraries 24 (October 1993) p. 874-6
	Reading Journals 

	Dec 8
Week 14
	
	Class presentations
	Final papers 

	Dec 15
Week 15
	
	Class presentations
	

	Dec 22

Week 16
	
	No class (exam week)
	


Selected Bibliography and Resource List.

Jane Aikin Rosenberg, The Nation’s Great Library: Herbert Putnam and the Library of Congress, 1899-1939 (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1993)

Mary Antin, The Promised Land  (Boston and New York:  Houghton Mifflin, 1912)

Patti Clayton Becker Books and Libraries in American Society During World War II: Weapons in the War of Ideas (New York and London: Routledge, 2005)

Bernard Berelson, The Library's Public (New York: Columbia University Press, 1949; see also The Public Librarian, by Alice Bryan; The Public Library in the Political Process, by Oliver Garceau, and The Public Library in the United States, by Robert D. Leigh.)
Arthur E. Bostwick. The American Public Library (New York: D. Appleton and Company, 1910)
H. G. T. Cannons, Bibliography of Library Economy (Chicago, American Library Association, 1927)
Esther Jane Carrier, Fiction in Public Libraries, 1876-1900 (New York: Scarecrow Press, 1965)
Marion Casey, Charles McCarthy: Librarianship and Reform (Chicago: American Library Association, 1981).

John C. Colson, “The Public Library Movement in Wisconsin, 1836-1900” (Ph.D. Dissertation, University of Chicago, 1973)

Dictionary of American Library Biography, edited by Bohdan S. Wynar (Littleton, CO: Libraries Unlimited, 1978)
Sidney Ditzion, Arsenals of a Democratic Culture:  A Social History of the Public Library Movement in New England and the Middle States from 1850 to1900 (Chicago: American Library Association, 1947)

Encyclopedia of Library History, edited by Wayne A. Wiegand and Donald G. Davis (New York: Garland, 1994)
Valmai Fenster “The University of Wisconsin Library School, a History, 1895-1921” (Ph.D Dissertation, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1977)

Jennie M. Flexner Circulation Work in Public Libraries (Chicago: American Library Association, 1927)

Dee Garrison, Apostles of Culture: The Public Librarian and American Culture, 1876-1920 (Madison, Wis.: University of Wisconsin Press, 2003)

Evelyn Geller. Forbidden Books in American Public Libraries, 1876-1939: A Study in Cultural Change (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood, 1984)

Eliza Atkins Gleason, The Southern Negro and the Public Library: A Study of the Government and Administration of Public Library Service to Negroes in the South (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1941)

Michael H. Harris, The Role of the Public Library in American Life:  A Speculative Essay, University of Illinois Graduate School of Library Science Occasional Papers 117 (Champaign, Illinois, 1975)

Suzanne Hildenbrand (ed.) Reclaiming the American Library Past: Writing the Women In (Norwood, NJ: Ablex, 1996)
Frank A. Hutchins, "Free Traveling Libraries in Wisconsin," in Free Traveling Libraries in Wisconsin: The Story of Their Growth, Purposes, and Development; With Accounts of a Few Kindred Movements (Madison: Wisconsin Free Library Commission, 1897)

Christine Jenkins, “The Strength of the Inconspicuous: Youth Services Librarians, the American Library Association, and Intellectual Freedom for the Young, 1939–1955,” (Ph.D. Dissertation, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 1995)

Carleton Bruns Joeckel and Leon Carnovsky.  A Metropolitan Library in Action: A Survey of the Chicago Public Library.  (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1940)

Theodore Jones, Carnegie Libraries Across America (New York: John Wiley & Sons, 1997)

Plummer Alston Jones Jr.  Still Struggling for Equality: American Public Library Services with Minorities. (Westport, Conn.: Libraries Unlimited, 2004)

Plummer Alston Jones Jr. Libraries, Immigrants, and the American Experience (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood, 1999).

William S. Learned. The American Public Library and the Diffusion of Knowledge. (New York: Harcourt, Brace and Co., 1924)

David I. Macleod, Carnegie Libraries in Wisconsin  (Madison, Wis.: Department of History, University of Wisconsin, 1968)
Robert Sidney Martin, Carnegie Denied: Communities Rejecting Carnegie Library Construction Grants, 1898-1925 (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood, 1993)

Joanne E. Passet, Cultural Crusaders: Women Librarians in the American West, 1900-1917 (Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 1994

Christine Pawley. Reading Places: Literacy, Democracy, and the Public Library in Cold War America (Amherst, Mass.: University of Massachusetts Press, 2010)
Christine Pawley. Reading on the Middle Border: The Culture of Print in Late Nineteenth-Century Osage, Iowa. (Amherst, Mass.: University of Massachusetts Press, 2001)
Douglas Raber Librarianship and Legitimacy: The Ideology of the Public Library Inquiry  (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood Press, 1997)

Louise S. Robbins, The Dismissal of Miss Ruth Brown: Civil Rights, Censorship, and the American Library (Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, 2000)

Louise S. Robbins, Censorship and the American Library: the American Library Association’s Response to Threats to Intellectual Freedom, 1939-1969 (Westport, Conn.: Greenwood, 1997)

Jesse H. Shera, Foundations of the Public Library:  The Origins of the Public Library Movement in New England, 1629-1855 (Chicago:  University of Chicago Press, 1949)

Orvin Lee Shiflett, Origins of American Academic Librarianship (Norwood, NJ: Ablex, 1981)
Abigail Van Slyck, Free To All: Carnegie Libraries and American Culture, 1980-1920  (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1995).

Andrew B. Wertheimer. “Japanese American Community Libraries in American’s Concentration Camps, 1942-1946” (Ph.D. dissertation, University of Wisconsin-Madison, 2004)
Wayne A. Wiegand, Irrepressible Reformer: A Biography of Melvil Dewey (Chicago: American Library Association, 1996)
Wayne A. Wiegand An Active Instrument for Propaganda: The American Public Library during World War I (New York: Greenwood, 1989)

Charles C. Williamson, Training for Library Service:  A Report Prepared for the Carnegie Corporation of New York (New York, 1923)  Reprinted in The Williamson Reports of 1921 and 1923, edited by Sarah K. Vann. (Metuchen, NJ:  Scarecrow Press, 1971)
Louis Round Wilson, The Geography of Reading: A Study of the Distribution and Status of Libraries in the United States (Chicago: American Library Association and University of Chicago Press, 1938)

Websites

LHRT http://ala.org/ala/mgrps/rts/lhrt/index.cfm

Wisconsin Library Heritage Center  http://heritage.wisconsinlibraries.org/
SHARP http://www.sharpweb.org/

CLIP http://clip.grad.uiowa.edu/

Journals

Book History

Libraries and the Cultural Record (formerly Journal of Library History and Libraries and Culture, soon to be Information & Culture: A Journal of History)

Library Quarterly
(also occasionally Library Trends, Public Libraries, Wisconsin Library Bulletin, Wilson Library Bulletin)
WilsonWeb Index Library Literature and Information Science 
PAGE  
1
LIS 569 Fall 2011

