Christine Pawley, Ph.D. 

Professor 

	School of Library and Information Studies 

University of Wisconsin-Madison

4234 Helen C. White,

600 N. Park St., 

Madison WI 53726

email: cpawley@wisc.edu
web page: http://slisweb.lis.wisc.edu/~cpawley 
	Class time Thursdays, 1.30 – 4.00 PM

Place:   Helen C. White 4246

Office Hours:  Thursdays 10.30-11.30, after class or by appointment.

phone: (608) 263-2945/263-2900

fax: (608) 263-4849



LIS 642 Reading Interests of Adults 3 s.h.

Course Description

An examination of the nature and societal functions of a variety of mass media-generated adult reading materials, the standards by which they are judged, and their relationship to contemporary library and information science fields.  

Course philosophy

This class will follow a seminar format, and students will take an active part in contributing to and leading discussion.   The class will also involve a considerable amount of reading.  Students will be encouraged to reflect on their own reading experiences both in class and in reading journals.  

Required Texts (available at Room of One’s Own Bookstore, 307 West Johnson)
Genreflecting: A Guide to Popular Reading Interests, Diana Tixier Herald and Wayne A. Wiegand, eds., 6th ed. (Englewood, Co.: Libraries Unlimited, 2006).

Room: A Novel, Emma Donogue (New York: Little, Brown, 2010).

	Grading Summary
	Grade distribution

	Reading Journal 
(30%)

Discussion leader
(20%)

Term paper 

(30%)

Class Participation 
(20%)
	A 
94 - 100 

AB 
88 - 93 

B 
82 - 87 

BC 
77 - 81 

C 
72 - 76


For graduate level classes, each semester hour of discussion or lecture normally entails at least three hours of outside preparation for the average student.   
Late Assignments

Assignments are due on the dates listed in the Schedule.  Late work will incur a penalty of one percentage point a day, unless you contact me on or before the due date, to negotiate an alternative reduction.  Class attendance is required.

Students with Disabilities

Information for Students with disabilities is available at the McBurney Disability Resource Center, 1305 Linden Drive, Madison WI 53706phone 263 2741; 263 6392 (tty); 265 2998 (fax)

http://www.mcburney.wisc.edu/

Academic Integrity

Please see http://www.wisc.edu/students/conduct/uws14.htm  for the University’s policy.

The Class is divided into Genres and Topics. We will discuss Genres in one half of the class, Topics in the other.

	Genres
	Topics

	Horror, Mystery

Romance, Fantasy

Historical, Science Fiction

Westerns, Adventure

Christian Fiction, Urban Fiction

Cookbooks

Zines, comics, graphic novels

African American or Latino fiction

Political books

Biography

“Adult” reading
	Book clubs and book talks, including TV and radio shows 

One Book Programs 

Reader’s Advisory, other selection aids (eg NoveList)

Other formats: large print, audio books, ebooks, 

Bestseller lists and prizes/awards

Fan fiction and other forms of reader response

“Minority publishing”

Alternative Press: the role of libraries

Global, national, and local production and distribution issues

Intellectual Freedom


Assignments

Reading Journal (30%)

This is a class about reading, and the main activity involved is reading. For weeks 2-10, each class member will choose and read a book (the choice of title is yours!) that represents one of the genres identified for that week.  When two genres are listed, half the class will take one genre, and half the class the other.  These genres will be assigned.  We will also all read the appropriate chapters in Genreflecting.

Reading journals should be typed in 12 pt font, and may be single-spaced.  No binders, please.  The journal consists of three elements:

· Citation

· A brief plot or summary of the book you have chosen to read for that week

· Your reflections on your own reading processes—for instance, how did you acquire the book, where did you read it, and what were your reactions, feelings

· Comments on the appropriate chapter in Genreflecting 
Please come to class ready to share your reading experiences in class discussion.  

Class Participation (20%)

This part of the grade is made up of:

· attendance in class;

· active engagement in class discussion of genres and topics, and in-class exercises;

· contribution to class resource list, and production of your personal class list on the scheduled date (see below) 

Leading a class discussion (20%)

Each student will play a leadership role during the discussion of topics.   Students will work in twos or threes, depending on the size of the class.

Each week, every class member will research the topic of the week, and will select one item for a class resource list that we will compile collaboratively.  Items may consist of journal articles, books, web sites, or other resources (such as official reports).  Please email your citation to the student(s) responsible by 4.00 pm on the day before the next week’s class.  In addition, please compile your personal selections into a bibliography, and hand it in on the date scheduled near the end of the semester.

Follow the following citation guide (based on Chicago Manual Style): 

Lindgren, Merri V., ed.  The Multicolored Mirror: Cultural Substance in Literature for Children and Young Adults. Fort Atkinson, WI: Highsmith, 1991.

Olson, Hope A.  ”The Power to Name: Representation in Library Catalogs.” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society  26, no 3 (Spring, 2001): 639-668.

Sandler, Bernice R. “The Chilly Climate:  Subtle Ways in Which Women Are Often Treated Differently at Work and in Classrooms.” http://www.bernicesandler.com/id23.htm.
Discussion leaders will:

1. Introduce the topic with a five-minute presentation

2.  Invite and moderate class discussion on the topic.  Expect this portion of class to take about an hour.  Your job is to get the other students talking about the articles, books or web sites they have contributed to the bibliography.  Especially try to involve students who are normally among the quieter members of the class.  

3. After class, write a 100-word outline of the scope of the topic, and compile the class bibliography into a list of journal articles, book titles, web sites, and other resources.  Please email this as an attachment to the class and to me within two weeks of the date of the topic discussion.    Please report to me any problems with citation formatting.

This assignment will be evaluated based upon your ability to generate and moderate class discussion, and your completion of the written part of the assignment.  

Term Project (30%)
The project has two parts: a written report (20%) and an oral presentation (10%).  There are three broad options.
Either: 1. Write a paper on a reading related topic of your choice. This is an opportunity to explore in depth your choice of an issue or topic related to reading.  The project has two parts: a written report (20%) and an oral presentation (10%).  Suggested topics include a history of any adult reading genre we have not covered in class, or any relevant topic we have not covered in class.  You may also choose a topic we have covered in class, as long as you substantially increase the bibliography (for instance, you add an additional five refereed articles, or a substantial piece of personal research: if in doubt contact me).

Or: 2. Investigate and write a report on one aspect of the local print culture of Madison. Suggested topics include:

Small press publishers

Independent retailers (bookstore, comics, etc.)

Free literature

“Minority” interests (ethnic, GLBT, etc.)

Religious publishers

Non-print media producers

Local library holdings of alternative materials

For options 1 and 2, follow the ABC's of good report writing, so that it is: 

1. Accurate.  Make sure that your facts and presentation (spelling, punctuation and grammar) contain no mistakes.

2. Brief.  Keep your writing short and simple.  Do not repeat yourself.  Eliminate unnecessary words and phrases.

3. Clear.  Use intelligible sentences and logically organized paragraphs.  Avoid jargon and run-on sentences.  Use the active voice.

Organize, polish, proof-read your final paper.  Use formal language.  You are writing for "public" consumption.  Assume that your reader has a general prior knowledge of your topic. Write the report in 12 point font with one-inch margins, double-spaced. The header or footer should include page numbers and an identifying short title.

Document your sources.  Use footnotes or endnotes, or in-text author and date references, with a full citation reference list at the end of the paper.  Whatever system you use, be sure to be consistent.  Using a style manual (such as Turabian, MLA or APA) may help you.  The SLIS library has copies of style manuals at the reference table.

Work schedule. 

a. Identification of topic. Write one or two sentences setting out the area you wish to explore.  This will be the basis of a thesis sentence or research question that will form the title of your final paper. List at least five articles, books or websites that you will use to document your paper.  If you plan to carry out a research project, please also outline your data collection methods, and explain how you plan to analyze the data. 

b. Final paper, due to me in paper form (please, no binders!).  This is your final, polished paper.  It should be free of typos, and include all footnotes and references, as well as page numbers.  Approximate length: 15 pages.

Or:  3.  Create a program or project related to adult reading interests. For 3a or 3b, turn in a proposal project explaining your purpose, and the expected output.  Please email me your topic or proposal by the due date listed on the schedule.

3a. Devise a web-based “Reading Map” (see Library Journal Nov. 1, 2006; see also http://www.bibliobabe.com/?p=2104).  As an introduction to your work you should include a 1-2 page narrative explaining its purpose, the expected benefits and the anticipated audience.  You should also include your plans for evaluation, maintenance (if appropriate) and a budget.

3b. Plan a library-based program, including seeking funding sources.  As an introduction to your work you should include a 1-2 page narrative explaining its purpose, the expected benefits and the anticipated audience.  You should also include your plans for evaluation, promotion, maintenance (if appropriate), budget, and planning timeline.

Schedule

	Date


	Genre
	Topic
	Due

	Week 1, 

January 20
	None
	Introductions, course outline


	Class will meet from 3.00-4.00 in the Faculty Conference Room

	Week 2, 

January 27
	Horror, Mystery


	History of reading;  sites of reading, including libraries.  Read chapters 1 and 4 in Genreflecting (Wiegand and Herald).

Read: “Reading at Risk” (pdf available at http://www.nea.gov/news/news04/ReadingAtRisk.html)

http://www.madisonpubliclibrary.org/madreads/ 
	

	Week 3, 
February 3
	Romance, Fantasy


	Historical, Science Fiction


	

	Week 4, 

February 10
	Westerns, Adventure


	One Book Programs, and other community reading projects
	

	Week 5, 

February 17
	Christian Fiction, Urban Fiction


	Book clubs and book talks (including TV and radio)
	

	Week 6

February 24
	Pawley absent
	Reader’s Advisory, other selection aids (eg NoveList): Michele Besant workshop.  Read chapters 2 and 3 (Ross and Kimball) in Genreflecting. 

Other formats: large print, audio books, e-books
	Reading Journal Part 1

	Week 7

March 3
	Visiting Speaker:

Liz Winter Dannenbaum, 

Head of Adult Services, 

Middleton Public Library
	Library based programs (discussion led by LWD)

Read Room: a Novel.
	

	Week 8

March 10
	Cookbooks
	Bestseller lists and prizes/awards
	Identification of Term Paper topic

	Week 9

March 17
	Spring Break


	NO CLASS
	

	Week 10

March 24
	Zines, comics, graphic novels


	Fan fiction and other forms of reader response
	

	Week 11

March 31
	African American or Latino fiction
	“Minority publishing”


	

	Week 12

April 7
	Political books


	Alternative Press: the role of libraries
	

	Week 13

April 14
	Biography


	Global, national, and local production and distribution issues
	

	Week 14

April 21
	“Adult” reading
	Intellectual Freedom
	Reading Journal Part 2

	Week 15

April 28
	Class Presentations

Class evaluations
	
	Term Paper

	Week 16

May 5
	Class Presentations
	
	Personal bibliography

	Exam week
	Class Presentations (if necessary)
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