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Course Description

Seminar in the social nature of reading practices in America from Colonial times to the present; theories and contexts of reading; reading communities; dimensions of gender, age, class, religion, race and ethnicity; examples of recent scholarship; use of primary sources. 

The course will:

• focus on theories and methods of researching the history of reading practices;
• engage through its seminar format in critical analysis of recent scholarship on reading in America from the seventeenth through twentieth centuries;  
• give students the opportunity to carry out a small-scale research project using primary sources.

Grading Summary 

1. Book discussion (30%)

2. Research Proposal (20%)

3. Research paper and seminar presentation (40%)

4. Class participation (10%)

For graduate level classes, each semester hour of discussion or lecture normally entails at least three hours of outside preparation for the average student.
Grade distribution

A: 94 - 100 
AB: 88 - 93 
B: 82 - 87  
BC: 77 - 81 
C : 72 - 76

Students with Disabilities

Information for Students with disabilities is available at the McBurney Disability Resource Center, 1305 Linden Drive, Madison WI 53706
phone 263 2741

263 6392 (tty)

265 2998 (fax)

http://www.mcburney.wisc.edu/

Academic Integrity

Please see http://www.wisc.edu/students/conduct/uws14.htm  for the University’s policy.

Late Assignments

Assignments are due on the dates listed in the Schedule.  Late work will incur a penalty of one percentage point a day, unless you contact me on or before the due date, to negotiate an alternative.  

1. Book Discussion 30%

Each student will prepare a critical analysis of a book from the History of Reading Selected Bibliography (see below), share this analysis with the class, and lead a discussion about the book.   

The critical analysis should be about 1,000 words in length (roughly four pages not including bibliography, double-spaced typed, number the pages).  It should include a paragraph describing the author's background (education, field of specialization, other publications and so on); a short summary of the content of the book, and a longer critical evaluation. In the critical evaluation, you should consider the following:

a. What is the author’s (or authors') thesis or argument?  

b. What are the author’s research methods?  How effective are they?  What modifications would you suggest?

c. What are the author’s conclusions? Are they substantiated?  Explain and defend.

d. How does this work build upon, or diverge from other works in the field?

For the class session, students should share their analysis without reading from their paper; provide three or four provocative questions to stimulate class discussion, and then lead that discussion.  Plan on this taking about thirty to forty minutes.

2. Research Proposal 20%

The major part of the grade for this class consists of a research project which makes use of primary sources that are either locally available primary sources (such as study club records, small-town newspapers, and library reading profiles), or available on microfilm or the web (such as microfilmed newspapers, digitized documents or web sites).  

In the Research Proposal (about 1200 words, or five pages, not including bibliography, double-spaced typed, number the pages) you should:

• Provide a preliminary bibliography of at least five relevant secondary sources

• Describe the primary sources you have located

• Explain the theoretical and methodological approach you plan to adopt

• Anticipate possible drawbacks to methods or sources

• Outline the expected "pay-off" to yourself and to the field.
3. Research paper and presentation (total 40%)

Paper (30%)

This should be about 5000-6000 words (approximately sixteen to twenty pages, not including bibliography).  You should hand in your paper as though you were submitting it for publication.  It should include (though not necessarily sequentially):

• Title;
• Abstract of 100-150 words 
• A report of your research methods and findings, suitably substantiated; 

• Contextual information about the field, including references to previous research;

• Evaluation of the scholarly significance of your research.   What is its contribution to the field?  What are its shortcomings?  Where might you go from here?

Please provide two copies on the due date--one I will return with comments, and the other I will keep for my files.
Presentation (10%)
Plan on this taking about forty-five minutes: about 30 minutes for the actual presentation, and 15 minutes for questions and discussion.  For the session itself, please also provide a handout that outlines your talk and includes your bibliography of secondary, published works.

4. Class participation (10%)

This part of the grade is made up of

• attendance in class (please email me if you must be absent due to illness or serious family emergency);

• evidence, through your participation in class discussion, that you have done the assigned readings.  For each reading, you should pick a "most important sentence" that is, a sentence that strikes you, perhaps because you agree or disagree, or because it expresses an idea that you have never encountered before, or on the contrary seems too obvious to be worth stating;  if relevant, you should also note what primary and secondary sources the work relies on, and what specific historical methods the author uses to analyze the primary sources;

• active engagement in other issues that arise in class.

Schedule

	Date
	Topic
	Readings
	Due

	Jan. 24
Week 1
	Introductions 
	None assigned
	

	Jan. 31
week 2
	Site visit – WHS, Murphy Board Room (Room 318), 3rd floor, 12.45-2.00. 
	Joan Shelley Rubin, “What is the History of the History of Books,” Journal of American History, 2003 (555-575) p. 558-59

Also available at http://www.historycooperative.org/journals/jah/90.2/rubin.html
	

	Feb. 7
week 3
	Theories, 

concepts--defining the "field."


	Martyn Lyons, “What is the History of Reading and Writing?” In A History of Reading and Writing in the Western World (New York: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010) 1-11 and 201-292

Wayne A. Wiegand. "Introduction: Theoretical Foundations for Analyzing Print Culture as Agency and Practice in Diverse Modern America." In Print Culture in a Diverse America, edited by James P. Danky and Wayne A. Wiegand, (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1997) 1-13. 

Carl F. Kaestle "The History of Readers." In Literacy in the United States, edited by Carl F. Kaestle, Lawrence C. Stedman, Katherine Tinsley and William Vance Jr. Trollinger, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1991): 33-72. 
	Book discussion

	Feb. 14 week 4
	Overviews
	David D. Hall et all.  "Practices of Reading."  Chapter 11 in The Colonial Book in the Atlantic World, edited by Hugh Amory and David D. Hall (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000): 377-410 and 594-600.

Barbara Sicherman. “Ideologies and Practices of Reading.”  Chapter 8 in The Industrial Book, 1840-1880, edited by Scott E. Casper et al (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2007), 279-302 and 462-67.
Carl F. Kaestle, “Standardization and Diversity in American Print Culture, 1880 to the Present.” In Literacy in the United States, edited by Carl F. Kaestle, Lawrence C. Stedman, Katherine Tinsley and William Vance Jr. Trollinger, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1991): 272-293. 

Armando Petrucci.  "Reading to Read: A Future for Reading." In Guglielmo Cavallo and Roger Chartier (eds).  A History of Reading in the West. (Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1999): 345-367 and 441-442.
	Book discussion 

	Feb. 21
week 5
	Imagining the "reader"


	Elizabeth Long. “Textual Interpretation as Collective Action.” In The Ethnography of Reading, edited by Jonathan Boyarin, 180-211. Berkeley: University of California Press, 1993.

Jonathan Rose.  "How Historians Study Reader Response: Or, What Did Jo Think of Bleak House?" In Literature in the Marketplace: Nineteenth-Century British Publishing and Reading Practices, edited by John O. Jordan and Robert L. Patten (Cambridge: Cambridge University, 1995): 195-212. 
	Book discussion

	Feb. 28
week 6
	Collective genres: Libraries, reading clubs, literary societies


	Emily B. Todd.  "Walter Scott and the Nineteenth-Century American Literary Marketplace: Antebellum Richmond Readers and the Collected Editions of the Waverley Novels."  Papers of the Bibliographical Society of America  93(4) 1999: 495-517.

Elizabeth McHenry. “’An Association of Kindred Spirits’: Black Readers and Their Reading Rooms.” In Institutions of Reading: The Social Life of Libraries in the United States, edited by Thomas Augst and Kenneth Carpenter, (University of Massachusetts Press, 2007) 99-118.

Christine Pawley. “Reading About Race: The Book Lovers Club of Des Moines, Iowa, 1925-1941.” The Annals of Iowa, 65 (1), 2006: 35-59
	Book discussion

	March 6
 week 7
	Round robin on research projects 
	None Assigned
	

	March 13
week 8
	Individual genres: diaries, letters, biographies

	Joanne E. Passet. “Freethought Literature and the Construction of Religious Identity in Late-Nineteenth-Century America.” Book History 8 (2205) 107-129.

Barbara Sicherman.  "Sense and Sensibility:  A Case Study of Women's Reading in Late-Victorian America." In Reading in America: Literature and Social History, edited by Cathy N. Davison. (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1989) 201-225.

Ronald J. Zboray and Mary Saracino Zboray.  "Reading and Everyday Life in Antebellum Boston:  The Diary of Daniel F. and Mary D. Child."  Libraries and Culture, 32 (3) 1997: 285-323.
	Research proposals

Book discussion

	March 20
week 9
	Gender, class and race: 17th and 18th Centuries


	E. Jennifer Monaghan. "Literacy Instruction and Gender in Colonial New England."  Chapter Two in Reading in America: Literature and Social History, edited by Cathy N. Davison. (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1989) 53-80.
Linda K. Kerber "We Own That Ladies Sometimes Read: Women's Reading in the Early Republic." Chapter 8 in Women of the Republic: Intellect and Ideology in Revolutionary America (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1980), 233-264.

David Paul Nord. "A Republican Literature: Magazine Reading and Readers in Late-Eighteenth-Century New York." Chapter Four in Reading in America: Literature and Social History, edited by Cathy N. Davison. (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1989) 114-139.
	Book discussion

	March 27
week 10
	Gender, class and race: 19th and 20th Centuries


	Janet Cornelius, “‘We Slipped and Learned to Read:’ Slave Accounts of the Literacy Process, 1830-1865.” Phylon 44 (1983): 171-186.

Ellen Gruber Garvey.  "'Men Who Advertise': Ad Readers and Ad Writers," Ch. 6 in The Adman in the Parlor: Magazines and Gendering of Consumer culture, 1890s to 1910s (New York: Oxford University Press, 1996) 166-183.

Erin A. Smith. "How the Other Half Read: Advertising, Working-Class Readers and Pulp Magazines." Book History 3 (2000) 204-230.

Charlotte Hogg. “Sponsoring Pride and Identity.” Ch. 5 in From the Garden Club: Rural Women Writing Community (Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2006) 127-158 and 176.
	Book discussion

	March 27

week 11
	NO CLASS

Spring Break
	
	

	April 10
week 12
	Student seminar presentation
	 
	

	April 17
week 13
	Student seminar presentation
	 
	

	April 24
week 14
	Student seminar presentation
	 
	

	May 1
week 15
	Student seminar presentation
	 
	Final papers

	May 8
week 16
	Student seminar presentation
	 
	

	May 22
Exam week
	No class
	 
	


History of Reading Selected Bibliography 

Thomas Augst. The Clerk’s Tale: Young Men and Moral Life in Nineteenth Century America (Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press, 2003).

Thomas Augst and Kenneth Carpenter, eds. Institutions of Reading: The Social Life of Libraries in the United States (University of Massachusetts Press, 2007)

S. Elizabeth Bird. For Enquiring Minds: A Cultural Study of Supermarket Tabloids. (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 1992).

Paul S. Boyer. Purity in Print: Book Censorship in American from the Gilded Age to the Computer Age. Madison, Wis.: University of Wisconsin Press, 2002

Deborah Brandt, Literacy in American Lives,  (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 2001).

Richard H. Brodhead, Cultures of Letters: Scenes of Reading and Writing in America (Chicago: Chicago University Press, 1993)
Scott E.  Casper.  Constructing American Lives: Biography & Culture in Nineteenth-Century America. (Chapel Hill, N.C.: University of North Carolina Press, 1999). 

Janet Duitsman Cornelius, "When I Can Read My Title Clear": Literacy, Slavery, and Religion in the Antebellum South (Columbia, S.C.: University of South Carolina Press, 1991).

Patricia Crain.  The Story of A:  The Alphabetization of America from The New England Primer to The Scarlet Letter. (Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 2000)

James P. Danky and Wayne A. Wiegand (eds.) Print Culture in A Diverse America (Urbana, Ill.: University of Illinois Press, 1998).

Robert Darnton The Great Cat Massacre And Other Episodes in French Cultural History (New York: Basic Books, 1984)

Cathy N. Davidson. Revolution and the Word: The Rise of the Novel in America (New York and Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1986)

Michael Denning Mechanic Accents: Dime Novels and Working-Class Culture in America (London: Verso, 1987)

Lucien Febvre and Henry-Jean Martin, The Coming of the Book: The Impact of Printing, 1450-1800, (London: N.L.B., 1976)
Amy Johnson Frykholm, Rapture Culture: Left Behind in Evangelical America (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004).

François Furstenberg. In the Name of the Father: Washington’s Legacy, Slavery, and the Making of a Nation (New York: Penguin, 2006)

Anne Ruggles Gere, Intimate Practices: Literacy and Cultural Work in U.S. Women’s Clubs, 1880-1920 (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1997)

Ellen Gruber Garvey. The Adman in the Parlor:  Magazines and the Gendering of Consumer Culture, 1880s to 1910s.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1996.

Anne Ruggles Gere, Intimate Practices: Literacy and Cultural Work in U.S. Women’s Clubs, 1880-1920 (Urbana: University of Illinois Press, 1997)

William Gilmore, Reading Becomes a Necessity of Life:  Material and Cultural Life in Rural New England, 1780-1835 (Knoxville, Tenn.:  University of Tennessee Press, 1989).

Carlo Ginzburg The Cheese and the Worms: The Cosmos of a Sixteenth Century Miller (New York: Penguin, 1982)

Patterson Toby Graham, A Right to Read: Segregation and Civil Rights in Alabama’s Public Libraries, 1900-1965 (Tuscaloosa and London: Alabama University Press, 2002
David D. Hall. Worlds of Wonder, Days of Judgment: Popular Religious Belief in Early New England. (New York: Knopf, 1989).

David M Henkin, City Reading: Written Words and Public Spaces in Antebellum New York  (New York: Columbia University Press, 1998)

Charlotte Hogg, From the Garden Club: Rural Women Writing Community (Lincoln, Neb.: University of Nebraska Press, 2006)
H.J. Jackson, Marginalia: Readers Writing in Books (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2001)

Adrian Johns, The Nature of the Book: Print and Knowledge in the Making (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1998)

Carl F. Kaestle, Lawrence C. Stedman, Katherine Tinsley, and William Vance Trollinger Jr. (eds). Literacy in the United States  (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1991).

Lawrence Levine, Highbrow, Lowbrow: The Emergence of Cultural Hierarchy in America (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1988)

Isabelle Lehuu.  Carnival on the Page: Popular Print Media in Antebellum America.  (Chapel Hill, N.C.: University of North Carolina Press, 2000).

Elizabeth Long, Book Clubs: Women and the Uses of Reading in Everyday Life (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2003).

Anne Lundin and Wayne A. Wiegand, eds.  Defining Print Culture for Youth (Westport, Conn.: Libraries Unlimited, 2003)
Catherine A. Lutz and Jane L. Collins.  Reading National Geographic (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1993).
Elizabeth McHenry Forgotten Readers: Recovering the Lost History of African American Literary Societies (Durham NC: Duke University Press, 2002).

E. Jennifer Monaghan. Learning to Read and Write in Colonial America (Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 2004)

Michele Moylan and Lane Stiles, eds., Reading Books: Essays on the Material Text and Literature in America (Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 1996)

Jessamyn Neuhaus. Manly Meals and Mom’s Home Cooking: Cookbooks and Gender in Modern America (Baltimore and London: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003)

David Paul Nord. Communities of Journalism: A History of American Newspapers and Their Readers (Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2001)

Richard Ohmann, Selling Culture: Magazines, Markets and Class at the Turn of the Century (London: Verso, 1996)

Alison Parker. Purifying America: Women, Cultural Reform, and Pro-Censorship Activism, 1873-1933 (Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 1997)

Joanne Passet, Sex Radicals and the Quest for Women's Equality (Urbana [Ill.]: University of Illinois Press, 2003).
Christine Pawley.  Reading on the Middle Border:  The Culture of Print in Late Nineteenth-Century Osage, Iowa (Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 2001).
Christine Pawley. Reading Places: Literacy, Democracy, and the Public Library in Cold War America (Amherst: University of Massachusetts Press, 2001).
Matthew J. Pustz.  Comic Book Culture: Fanboys and True Believers  (Jackson: University Press of Mississippi, 1999).

Janice A. Radway.  Reading the Romance: Women, Patriarchy and Popular Literature (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1984)
Janice A. Radway, A Feeling for Books: The Book-of-the-Month Club, Literary Taste and Middle-class Desire (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1997)

Jonathan Rose. The Intellectual Life of the British Working Classes (New Haven and London: Yale University Press, 2001) 

Joan Shelley Rubin. Songs of Ourselves: The Uses of Poetry in America (Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap, 2007)

Barbara Ryan And Amy M. Thomas, eds.  Reading Acts: U. S. Readers' Interactions with Literature, 1800-1950.  (Knoxville: University of Tennessee Press, 2002).

Patrocinio Schweickart and Elizabeth A. Flynn, eds. Reading Sites: Social Difference and Reader Response (New York: Modern Language Association of America, 2004).

James A. Secord, Victorian Sensation: The Extraordinary Publication, Reception, and Secret Authorship of Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2000).
Barbara Sicherman. Well-Read Lives: How Books Inspired a Generation of American Women.  Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 2010.

Erin A. Smith. Hard-boiled: Working Class Readers and Pulp Magazines (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2000)

Susan Tucker, Katherine Ott, and Patricia P. Buckler. The Scrapbook in American Life.  (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 2006.)

Douglas Waples and Ralph Tyler. What People Want to Read About: A Study of Group Interests and a Survey of Problems in Adult Reading  (Chicago: American Library Association and University of Chicago Press, 1931)

Michael Warner Letters of the Republic: Publication and the Public Sphere in Eighteenth-Century America (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1990)

Welky, David.  Everything was Better in America: Print Culture in the Great Depression (Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois Press, 2008)

Wiegand, Wayne. Main Street Public Library: Community Places and Reading Spaces in the Rural Heartland, 1876-1956 (Iowa City: University of Iowa Press, 2011). 
Ronald Zboray A Fictive People: Antebellum Economic Development and the American Reading Public (New York, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993)

Ronald J. Zboray and Mary Saracino Zboray, Literary Dollars and Social Sense: A People’s History of the Mass Market Book (New York: Routledge, 2005)
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